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Welcome to the rstedition of L.A. Stormwater. Our hope is that you will nd these articles
to be helpful resources, providing you with a snapshot of what the City and its partners are
doing to restore and protect our local watersheds. As you'll notice, in order for us to continue
improving our water quality, involvement from people like you is imperative. To illustrate
this, our opening issue highlights various community stakeholders who are going the extra
mile to help us with our mission of protecting the environment.

Los Angeles is a beautiful, diverse city that is full of life. We cherish our world famous
beaches, picturesque parks and unique neighborhoods. The City is working hard to protect
these resources and at the same time restore parts of the community that have been
impacted over the years by stormwater pollution.

We look forward to updating you on the e ort, as progress is being made all over the City to
reduce urban runo and its negative impact on human and environmental health. We hope
you'll join us in our e orts if you haven't already, for our success is dependent upon your
support and valued input.

Thank you so much for reading!
Sincerely,

Shahram Kharaghani
Stormwater Program Manager

Cleaning Up Machado Lake

Prop O Helps Fund First
Los Angeles“Green Street”
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Prop O Update

City O cials Talk Trash during
Prop O Press Event

City O cials celebrate the successful
completion of Phase |, a multi-faceted plan
that included the installation of thousands
of litter-catching stormdrain covers.

read more on page 5

Watershed Protection
Division’s First Responders

An urban lake on the verge of extinction
and a community leader who is poised to
save it. water pollution.

read more on page 3 read more on page 4

A look at how one neighborhood is chang-
ing the way we think about tackling storm-

First responders clean up one of the largest
mercury spills in recent Los Angeles history.

read more on page 6

CITY OF LOS ANGELES - DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS « BUREAU OF SANITATION + STORMWATER PROGRAM



;”' % City of L.A. Receives
5 E ¢ Kudos from U.S. EPA
%%Moe

2 <
4L proT®

The City’s Watershed Protection Division (WPD) is leading by example. '
In 2007 the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) conducted an
audit of the City’s stormwater management program, focusing on the
agency'’s activities in regulating discharges from industrial facilities at
the Port of Los Angeles.

The EPA’s evaluation of Berth 161, the Construction and Maintenance
: Yard of the Harbor Department, showed that the City’s strategy is
: paying o , garnering accolades from the EPA in their nal audit report
. released late last year. The EPA noted the City had gone above and :
beyond the standard Permit requirements. :

' “The water quality of the Port is of paramount importance to the City .
' and we will be working closely with the Harbor Department to '
improve our communication and close coordination to make sure that '

the Port's tenants conduct their businesses in the most eco-friendly "It is very good news that the City is putting
: manner,”says Enrique Zaldivar, Director of the Bureau of Sanitation. ! money behind restoring this area. The PI’Op
The City's WPD has been conducting self-imposed Stormwater : 0 money is gOing to fund a rea"y great plan
' Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) audits and trainings at Berth 161, ' that addresses many vital issues.”

which are not required by the Permit. Coordinating closely with the
Harbor Department over the years, WPD has been working to ensure
: that polluting discharges from Port tenants do not reach the ocean. As
: a result of these e orts, the EPA has recognized the City as a leader
among local governments nationwide for its proactive approach to :
' minimizing urban runo . .

IT'S EASY TO DO YOUR PART...

Use a broom to sweep up waste instead of
hosing down your driveway or sidewalk. Using a
hose creates wastewater that picks up pollutants
as it travels to the stormdrain and empties

untreated to the ocean.








