


runoff from rain storms and urban activities will have more per-
meable surfaces to sink into – rather than getting carried through
the storm drain system and directly out to the ocean (which results
in periodic beach closures due to unhealthy water quality). 

Clean Water/Clean Air
Both propositions will make it possible for the state to acquire
from willing sellers – and protect from future development and
pollution – lands that are crucial to downstream water quality.

There will be funds for the protection of beaches and
coastal environments; to improve water quality in
urban and rural rivers, streams, and bays; and to
restore habitats for land and water-dwelling wildlife. 

Prop. 12's wetland restoration and protection pro-
gram will support the natural pollution filtration
process accomplished by our few remaining wet-
lands. Proposition 13 will fund various flood control
and water pollution prevention measures, wastewater
treatment facilities, and water recharging, recycling,
and conservation activities. 

Air quality will be enhanced through funding in Prop. 12 to plant
trees around the state and to protect our remaining, ancient
Redwood forests.

Facts about both propositions, as well as opposition viewpoints,
are available in the official Voter Information Guide. Further
details on Prop. 12 can be found on-line at www.safeparks.org
and for Prop. 13 at www.prop.13.org. We strongly encourage all
registered voters to arm themselves with information and then
cast a vote that counts.

On March 7th, when California residents go to the polls to vote on the pres-
idential hopefuls, they will also have the opportunity to decide on two impor-
tant new bond measures placed on the ballot by the near unanimous, bi-par-
tisan support of our state legislators.

Propositions 12 and 13 are designed to provide funding for a wide range of proj-
ects related to clean air, healthful drinking water, safe parks and playgrounds,
and the preservation of our natural resources.

Both bonds reflect the growing concern of lawmakers about the
strain placed upon California’s resources and recreational areas
by our growth rate of 600,000 new people annually. Because
safe urban parks, beautiful coastal regions and rural open
spaces are essential to air and water quality, and to California’s
future economic prosperity, city and county governments from up
and down the state, as well as a host of business, political, envi-
ronmental, and community-based organizations are among
those endorsing the two bond acts.

Some of the ways the funds will be appropriated are:

Recreational Space
The lion’s share of the $2.1 billion Prop. 12 bond will finance
the development of safe, attractive parks in rural and urban communities in
every city and county of the state. More grassy areas means that polluted

Propositions 12 & 13:
Safe ParksÑClean, Open Beaches

The Department of General Services (DGS) is one of the City's leaders
whose employees are applying stormwater pollution prevention practices in
their daily activities.

After having completing their Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans
(SWPPPs) by the July 30, 1999 permit compliance deadline, the DGS took
the initiative to develop a training program for its employees at those facil-
ities where vehicle maintenance and material storage functions are per-
formed. Employees were instructed on BMPs identified in the SWPPPs that
reduce the amount of pollutants transported by stormwater runoff from poten-
tial source areas.

As one of the first departments to complete SWPPP training, DGS person-
nel have improved their sites through practical measures, such as better
housekeeping practices and the use of secondary containment for automo-
tive fluids and other hazardous wastes. They have also devised their own
innovative solutions.

One of their own unique BMPs revised and adapted existing equipment to
collect used broom material from street sweepers. This BMP was recognized
with a 1999 award from the Productivity Commission.

Special recognition is given to the DGS’ stormwater program coordinators,
Ken Mixon and John Kidwell, for their diligent work that has raised each
employee’s awareness and of their responsibility to prevent stormwater pol-
lution. Through their actions, the DGS employees have created a safer work
place and done their part to protect the environment.

Department of General Services
Implements Facility SWPPPs 



Catch Basin Inserts
Downtown Los Angeles has been the pilot
area for five catch basin inserts that trap pol-
lutants flowing into the storm drain system. At
one site, a “dual BMP” approach is being
used, whereby both an infiltration trench and
a catch basin insert work together to filter out
a significant amount of pollutants from runoff.

Residential BMP House
In partnership with TreePeople and other gov-
ernmental agencies, the City sponsored a
stormwater BMP demonstration project in South
Central Los Angeles to demonstrate the environ-
mental and economic benefits of managing and
utilizing the urban forest with an integrated,
watershed-based approach.

The demonstration project utilizes multiple BMPs:
Cistern Collection System, Vegetated/ Mulched
Swale, Retention Grading, and Driveway Dry
Well. The intent of the house is to mimic the
action of natural systems by retaining and
reusing rainfall for irrigation purposes in dry sum-
mer months, and using recycled plant waste to
filter out pollutants and allow for greater absorp-
tion of rainfall into the earth.

This means that the soil gets more deeply replen-
ished, the water table gets fully recharged, and
less stormwater flows off the property into the
streets and out to the ocean. For more informa-
tion about this project, visit the T.R.E.E.S. web
site at www.treepeople.org/trees., or the City
of Los Angeles’ Stormwater Program web site at
www.LAstormwater.org.

New Technologies   Continued from page 1

Cistern Collection System
collects rainwater from rain
gutters and stores it for
irrigation during dry months.

Rain Gutters routes roof runoff into the collection system.

Driveway Dry Well that channels water polluted by engine oil drippings
through a filter composed of sand and crushed aggregate rock.

Once filtered, the water is then allowed to seep into the ground.

Vegetated/ Mulched Swale consisting of a grassy area or
recycled green waste from the property, is designed to slow
the flow of stormwater and to filter pollutants before the
water reaches the city drain.

Retention Grading is a slightly sunken
area in the front and back yard lawns which
will retain rainwater until it can percolate
into the ground.

Left: DOT Parking Lot 701 Infiltration Trench.

Right: DOT Parking Lot 744 (85th/Vermont Ave.
Council District 8 Constituency Center) Dual
BMP System.

Above: Residential home retrofitted with BMP
devices to catch and retain stormwater runoff

After months of heated debate, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board voted unanimously to require builders through-
out the county to equip all new projects to retain or treat some stormwater on site.

Under the new ruling issued on January 26th, city governments have six months to adopt ordinances requiring developers of large
commercial projects to install systems that will enable their properties to capture or filter the first 3/4" of rain that falls in a 24-hour
period. This standard will apply to commercial projects of 100,000 square feet, housing subdivisions with at least 10 houses, park-
ing lots with 25 or more spaces, gas stations, auto repair garages and restaurants. Many of the solutions that builders can employ
will actually be aesthetically pleasing as well as economically feasible. For instance, grassy swales, large lawns, and detention ponds
are attractive landscape features that can also hold and filter rainwater.

Long renowned for their beauty, LA County beaches have more recently become known for being among the most polluted in the
nation—largely due to urban runoff. The Board stated that developers should design their projects to be less polluting by building in
pollution control strategies and estimates that pollution prevention technologies will cost no more than 0.5% of the total budget of  
a new development. 

City of Los Angeles Stormwater Program Manager Gary Lee Moore stated, “We are excited about working with developers to imple-
ment this landmark decision made by the Regional Board.”

LARWQCB Sets Standards for New Construction



Visit our NEW web site: www.LAstormwater.org
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Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events
Environmental Education Fair
LA County Arboretum
301 N. Baldwin Ave, Arcadia

Clean Community Celebration
Mariachi Plaza
1st Street & Boyle Ave, Boyle Heights

Feria De Los Ninos
Hollenbeck Park, Boyle Heights

Earth Day Fair
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium
3720 Stephen White Drive, San Pedro

Emergency Preparedness Fair
Griffith Park/LA Zoo Parking Lot

Heal the Bay’s, Earth Faire 2000
Exposition Park

Mar 11

Apr  1

Apr 15

Apr 15

Apr 22

Apr 15-
16Come Learn About Free City Services:

● Recycling
● Community cleanups
● Stormwater pollution prevention
● Used oil recycling

And many more

Venga a Informarse Sobre Servicios Gratuitos  
de la Ciudad:
● Reciclado
● Limpieza para su comunidad
● La prevención de contaminación de aguas pluviales
● Reciclaje de aceite de motor usado

Y mucho más

For more information/Para más información:
Council District 14 Boyle Heights Field Office: 

(323) 526-5817

Saturday/Sábado

April 1, 2000
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Mariachi Plaza
1st Street and Boyle Avenue in Boyle Heights

Free Live Music          Música en Vivo Gratis          Free Giveaways           Premios Gratis

Councilmember Nick Pacheco & Public Works Invite You To:
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A Clean Community Celebration!

¡Una Celebración para una Comunidad Limpia!


